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Fall Event Participants
Reflect on Their
Experience
Nome EA was able to send four
members to the Fall Conference in
Anchorage Oct. 14th-178th: Sally and
Barry Kinzel, Rebekah Albertson, and
Natasha Dinsmore. Each member took
a variety of classes and here’s what
they had to say:
Sally Kinzel, “Whether you are a new,
or a veteran the NEA Fall Conference
had a class or event for you. I was
impressed by the NEA presenters…
the classes, and our colleagues’
generosity as they shared their
experiences. In each class, I was
reminded that the union is there for
us--It supports us while we make
decisions, change decisions, and
understand decisions about our chosen
career. The union and its members are
there to build trust and relationships,
and build and support leaders. Above
all, it’s there to support us and our
shared vision for schools that our
students deserve.”
Sally and Rebekah both attended The
House That Fell session taught by
Ethan Pettigrew. This is what Rebekah
had to say: Ethan highlighted some
issues that our students are suffering
from; a lack of

OCTOBER 21ST: At the Nome Health Fair,
students participated in a hands-on activity as a
way to understand the importance of a good
night’s sleep and how that impacts their health.

Fireman’s Carnival
It’s that time of year again!
Fireman’s Carnival will be
Saturday, December 3rd. Nome EA
sells nachos and pretzels every
year as a way to fundraise for
college scholarship funds. These
scholarships are awarded to
students of NEA members and/or

OCTOBER 29TH: NEA members dressed up
and passed out candy to all the vert scary trickor-treaters at the Halloween Carnival.

students interested in pursuing a
career in education.
Sandi Keller will be the coordinator
of volunteers who want to work the
event. Be sure to sign up. It is lots
of fun!

NOVEMBER 18TH: Our November social
event will be a game night at the VFW.
Everyone should bring a game and their favorite
snack to share! Check your email for further
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inside the Captain Cook Hotel

balance in their lives, being
ashamed, having low self-esteem,
and engaging in destructive
behavior. This presenter did not
offer solutions to the problems that
we face as educators, or that our
students face in their lives.” Instead
he concluded with an activity that
was shocking for some. It was a
physical demonstration of what
many Alaska Natives and Native
Americans have felt in their lives.
Natasha Dinsmore: “The first session
I attended was ‘Adverse Childhood
Experiences’. While much of the
information was common knowledge
of how bad experiences at home can
negatively affect children and
consequently their adult lives, the
data surrounding incidences in the
state of Alaska were stunning.
“Adverse Childhood
Experiences” (ACEs) are stressful or
traumatic experiences, including
abuse, neglect, witnessing domestic
violence, or growing up with
substance abuse, mental illness, or a
parent in jail….”

Natasha Dinsmore and Rebekah
Albertson attending a session

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Teachers are an important part of the
Nome community and Nome EA has
been making community engagement
a priority for the past few years. We
want to make Nome Public Schools
and its teachers a positive force in the
community. With that goal in mind,
we will be planning events that make
a positive outreach in the community.

One of our most special projects is
playing Santa for children in the
foster home. We ask the that all
members participate in making their
Christmas special by donating funds
for presents and wrapping them once
they arrive. Donation jars will be
located in the teacher’s lounges next
month.

PICTURES OF PAST AND PRESENT EVENTS

Kent Runion tries to help a student
pick up marshmallows with
chopsticks as a way to simulate what
it is like to function without sleep at
the Health Fair.

Flashback: Fireman’s Carnival 2015.
Look how much fun these volunteers
are having serving all the pretzels and
nachos!

Christmas 2015: These are some of
the gifts requested by children in
Nome’s Foster Home last year. Help
them have a Merry Christmas.

